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RE: Dacket No, 1'¥03-925-1PR
Fedoral Register Vol.70, No. 100, Page 30001
Grapog Grown jn a Dcmgnaluﬂ Amn of Southeastern California and lmmrtc.d Table Grapes; Proposed
Change (v Regulatory Perind :
COMMENTS IN OPPOSITION TO PROPOSED CHANGE

Dear Pockst Clerk:

Palcurs Exportaciones 5.A. opposes the above referenced change in the stfective dale of Tuble Grape
Muarkuting Order 925 und the companion Tahlo Grape Import Ragulation 4 that will further restrict table grapes
supplicd Irom Chile. Polcura Exportaciones 8,A. is in the business of exporting Chuean agricultural commoditics,

and ships approximataly 230,000 boxes of fresh tuble grapes (o the U.S. during the months of November through
May, }

Polcury Exportaciones S.A. concurs with, and incorporates herein by reference, the
detailed comments and Supporting data submitted by ASOEX, the Clulcau Exporters
Association, Specifically, Poloura Exportaciones S.A. urges the agoncy to rejecl the proposed
change in the regulutory period because

1. The Proposed Rule imposes marketing order standards on Chilcan supplms when no domestic
varieties are avallablc, and therefore constitutes a non-tarlt hamer conteaey to the (erms of WTO
Agreements and the U.S.-Chile Free Trade Agresment. '

2. The Proposed Rule assexses inspectlon fees stasling April 1 whcn no domestic supplies are being
5o chargoed, and thereby violaten Article 11 and Arlicle VI of GATT' 1994,

3. "T'he change in the beglnnlng effective date of Markeung Order 925 and Table Grape Import
Ropulation 4 [rom April 20 to April 1 will have a direct negative impact on our business.
Foleura Fxportacioncs S.A. ships 255,000 of fresh table grapes to the U.S. from April 1 to April
20. If the Proposed Rule should be adopied, the estimated value of the table repes lo be
exeluded from shipmont is U$ 520.000 The Proposed Rufe does not contatn any evidones of
circumvention by Chilean table grapes sulicient-to warrant the proposed change.

4, The change in date From April 20 10 Aprid 1 will create an artificial shartage of table grapes since
there In no other commercially slgnitieant and relinble supply from any source other than Chile.
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The Chilean grapes suppiied from Aprit 1 (o the carlicst vommercially significant suppliss of
grepes [rom Coacholla Valloy in Callfornla meet marketing specifications from retail chains that
are more siringeat in some respects than the markating ordor requirement,

6. The pruposcd change cannol be validly bused on s 20 yeur<ld Hur;vcy of cold storuge practives

7. Theo proposed changs ¢an not be justified under the criterla csiabﬁ:f;had by the AMAA foru
¢hange in the beginning clleclive date of Marketing Order 925 or the companion Table Graps

Tmport Regulatlon 4 in view of the record prioss rocelved by Cuscholls Vallcy growers in the
Last twou seasons,
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